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CLUB NOTICES 


Tonight is the AGM and a member’s night— 
the guest speaker will be Tony Jones from 
the CCMA. He will tell us about the regional 
drainage scheme review—he will be 
introduced by Trevor Pescott. 


Club Excursion to 
Eynesbury 


Sunday 18 April 2004 


John Bottomley—Phone 5284 1554 
Marilyn Hewish—Phone 5367 3196 


Next month’s speaker will be... 


9.00 am from Clairvaux car park (car 
pooling) 

9.45 am from Exford turnoff (Nerowie 
Road) on the Geelong-Baccus Marsh 
Road 


Dr Andrew Drinnan 
on the subject of Fossil Plants 


Andrew is the son of long time members Judy and 
Laurie Drinnan and has spoken at meetings 
before, in particular on his stints in the Antarctic. 


Eynesbury is a beautiful piece of remnant box 
woodland of the type that was formerly widespread in 
the area. It is of interest to members interested in 
plants. It also supports a wide variety of woodland bird 
species including Diamond Firetails and Speckled 
Warblers. 


He is Associate Professor of Botany at Melbourne 
University. 


Andrew did his Doctorate on Eucalypts, and further 
studies on Bottlebrush and fossil plants; and his 
current work is on flowers and fossil plants. 


We will have lunch at 12.30 pm. 


We will be walking along tracks and through the 
woodland so wear good walking shoes or boots. 


EEREBEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE 


Photograph on the front cover by 7 We welcome & 
Cheryl O'Gallagher, ý b ý 

8 Lenne Rd, Upper Beaconsfield—taken with her digital new member, 
camera whilst on the cliff top at Port Campbell during the CA Maarten Hulzebosch A 
rocent SEANA emnon: % to the Club and wish him a long and & 
Bird of Paradise Fly LA happy * 
Callipappus sp. & association. zs 


BEEBEEBEEECEEEBEEEEESE 


Errata: Vol. 39 No. 10 March 2004 p. 8:— Table 2: Year 2000 12 records—Table 3: November 2 records. 


Table 2: Collared Sparrowhawk 
Accipiter cirrhocephalus records per year in 
The Geelong Bird Reports 1993-2001 


Year Number of records 
1993 3 
1994 2 
1995 1 
1996 2 
1997 6 
1998 2 
1999 1 
2000 12 
2001 14 
Total (9 years) 


Table 3: Collared Sparrowhawk 
Accipiter cirrhocephalus records per month in 
The Geelong Bird Reports 1993-2001 


Month Number of records 
January - 
February 
March 
April 

May 

June 

July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
Total 
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President’s Annual Report 
April 2004 


| am very pleased to present this 
annual report—the last of my two- 


- year stint as a ‘recycled’ president, 


having been in this position some 
years ago (1989/90—1990/91 to 
be precise). The only reason for 
the ‘recycling’ was the fact that our 
Club had gone for two years 
without a president or a vice- 
president! Not good! The job had 


‘become too big and too onerous, 


and people felt too much was 
expected of them—hence no one 
wanted to touch these positions. | 
undertook to fill the gap of 
president in a reasonably low-key 
manner, hopefully to get the 
‘behind the scenes machinery’ 
back on track, and to see the 
basics were carried out in a less 
burdensome manner. (Most of us 
do have a life outside of ‘field 
nats’!!). We were very grateful to 
have the vice-president position 
filled also—thanks to John 
Bottomley. As we finish this Club 
year it is very pleasing to note that 
we have a full committee— 
something we have not had for ten 
years or more—as | make a quick 
check of the records! Hopefully 
member interest is such that this 
happy situation will continue. 


Complimenting our Committee 
and playing an essential role in the 
running of the Club is our band of 
general membership ‘helpers’. 
These members perform many 
duties on our behalf, and often 
‘behind the scenes’. To give due, 
and grateful, recognition to the 
important functions they perform, 
the Committee endeavours to 
publish annually, an updated Club 
‘Office and Duty Holders List’. This 
is currently underway—however 
there are vacancies waiting to be 
filled! | urge members to think 
seriously about becoming 
involved, and don’t always leave 
things to ‘others’—a lot of people 
making just a small contribution 
can make such a big difference! 
One does not have to be an expert 
amateur naturalist to help set up 


...Diana Primrose 


the hall for meetings, for example! 


The Conservation Sub-committee 
has been busy over the year 
formulating submissions/ 
responses to various 
organisations on a variety of 
conservation and planning issues. 
These include the Corangamite 
Catchment Management 
Authority—draft Corangamite 
Catchment Strategy 2002-2007, 
Moorabool River Water Resource 
Assessment (comments on draft 
Stage A report) and response re 
ski club request for increased 
access to the rowing mile section 
of the Barwon River; Barwon 
Water—comments on proposed 
processing of biosolids and 
subsequent agricultural use, and 
Airey’s Inlet Sewerage Treatment 
Plant proposal; Minister for the 
Environment (Victoria)— 
comments on proposed 
Operational Guidelines for the 
Native Vegetation Management 
Framework; Minister for the 
Environment (Commonwealth)— 
objection to EPBC referral re 
Urban & Commercial (new) 
Development at St Leonards, 
objection to EPBC referral re 
Waste Management Airey’s Inlet, 
and objection to EPBC referral re 
Pt Lonsdale Residential & Golf 
Course Development Project; 
Western Coastal Board—re draft 
Bell’s Beach to Red Rocks 
Coastal Action Plan; Parks 
Victoria—submission and 
comments on Terrick Terrick 
National Park Management Plan; 
Alcoa—re application to acquire 
Crown Land at Pt Henry; Victorian 
Environmental Assessment 
Council—comments on Angahook/ 
Otway Investigation Discussion 
Paper; Melbourne Water re draft 
Access Management Plan for 
Western Treatment Plant; City of 
Greater Geelong re proposed 
lighting at Howard Glover ` 
Reserve, Eastern Park; Dept. 
Agriculture, Fisheries & Forestry— 
re interview with Project 
researcher on understanding 


community and stakeholder 
perceptions of aquaculture. 

It occurs to me that we should 
perhaps have a readily accessible 
folder of completed submissions 
for interested members to view, or 
even a small entry in the Geelong 
Naturalist periodically, alerting 
members to what issues have 
been dealt with on their behalf. 
However—this is another ‘job’— 
and we have to try to cover 
present jobs as at is! Our thanks 
to this Sub-committee which does 
a great job and has considerably 
eased the pressure on Committee 
meetings. 


Our move to the Geelong Botanic 
Gardens meeting venue is at 
about the same stage as this time 
last year! However things are 
moving slowly in the right 
direction—funding approval is 
always slow! Our Committee 
meetings and Plant Group 
meetings have been held in the 
temporary meeting rooms at the 
Gardens throughout the year, but 
we are awaiting expansion of the 
temporary facilities there before 
making a total move. We look 
forward to this sharing of meeting 
rooms and facilities with the 
Gardens and like-minded groups, 
and continue to develop our links. 
The view is towards participating 
in the Second Stage development 
of the Gardens with the building of 
an ‘environmental study/meeting 
centre’ to be shared with other 
groups, keeping in mind that the 
Friends of the Geelong Botanic 
Gardens are/will be the primary 


‘tenants—we are being invited to 


share their ‘home’. 


The Geelong Naturalist continues 
to evolve and our thanks go to our 
hard working editorial team. This 
year has seen another ‘upgrade’ 
following last year’s review, when 
members were asked for ideas to 
improve the format. With some 
upgraded equipment and 
members’ digital photography our 
magazine is ‘on the move’! Our 
thanks to all those members 
whose contributions make such 
interesting reading, and to our 
editorial team for putting it all 
together. Members are encouraged 
to send in interesting observations, 
keeping in mind that the Geelong 
Naturalist is an historical record— 
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your observations today may be of 
even greater interest in years to 
come. 


Our Club continues to provide for a 
great range of interests on our 
Activities Program with one or two 
activities each week—and all this for 
the price of one membership 
subscription! We are grateful for our 
talented speakers from many fields 
of natural history, to the leaders of 
our special interest groups, and to 
the leaders of our excursions who 
open our eyes to the natural 
environment at our back doors and 
beyond. i 


The last few months we have trialled 
running our General Meetings 
‘straight through’, as it seemed half 
our members disappeared during 
the customary social break and did 
not stay for the remainder of the 
meeting! On a show of hands at our 
last meeting a majority of members 
voted in favour of abandoning the 
social break—seemingly in favour of 
getting to bed a quarter of an hour or 


Plant Group Report 
...Dick Southcombe 


During the SEANA campout at 
Princetown naturalists visited a wide 
range of habitats and some of the 
plants observed were studied at our 
March 9 meeting. They included 
Cassinia longifolia — Shiny Cassinia; 
Cassytha glabella — Slender 
Dodder-Laurel; Alyxia buxifolia — 
Sea Box; Goodenia ovata — Hop 
Goodenia; Bursaria spinosa — Sweet 
Bursaria; Spyridium vexilliferum — 
Winged Spyridium. 


Many visitors to different habitats 
remarked on the prevalence and late 
flowering of KURWAN or TUPY the 
Koorie names for Sweet Bursaria. 
Latin bursa = a purse, a reference to 
the flattened fruit capsules. Bursaria 
is an endemic Australian genus of 
the PITTOSPORACEAE family and 
spinosa is found in all eastern 
states. 


The following quote from Flora of 
Victoria Vol 3 may answer the often 
asked question: are there two sub 
species of Bursaria, one spineless 
and one spinescent. 


The immense variability of habit 
and leaf size, shape etc. 


so earlier than with the break! 
Things keep changing and at this 
stage this is what the majority want. 
There are however things that do 
miss out without member 
participation—like meeting new 
members, using the library, 
supporting the fund raiser, chatting 
with the speaker and (perhaps) 
viewing/buying publications they 
may have with them, enabling the 
speaker to leave comfortably before 
the end of the meeting, etc. These 
are important aspects of a meeting 
which we will have to try and 
manage somehow. Things will no 
doubt change again at some time in 
the future—and someone might 
think what a good idea it would be to 
have a social break! 


Our membership continues to ‘hold’, 
and even slightly increase, with the 
number of new members keeping 
ahead of those whose membership 
lapses, and the occasional 
resignation. It is important that we 
longer standing members make new 
members welcome and invite them 


demonstrated by this species 
appears to be more or less 
continuous, and due more to 
environmental influences and 
age of plant than the existence of 
distinct entities within the 
species. Young plants and those 
from drier sites tend to be 
spinescent and small-leafed, 
while mature plants from well 
watered areas (coasts, river 
valleys, fertile plains) tend to be 
large leaved, virtually spineless 
and are often tree-like. 


Flowers are sweet scented and a 
sun-screening agent can be 
extracted from the leaves. 


An attractive fine-leaf Eucalypt 
growing in a Highton car park defied 
identification despite Polly’s—and 
others—determined efforts for most 
of our session; no doubt bark, 
leaves, buds, flowers and fruit will 
undergo further scrutiny during 
forthcoming seasons. Could it be a 
hybrid? Will advise later. 


N.B. 
Next workshop (13 April) has 


‘been cancelled due many regular 


members being away for the 
Easter break. 


<> 


to become involved in our activities. 
Our Club members include a range 
of amateur naturalists, from the very 
knowledgeable, to those just starting 
out on the path of discovery! | have 
always been impressed by the way 
our members are so willing to share 
their knowledge with others, and to 
learn from one another. 


As | pass on to the ex-officio 
Immediate past-President position, 
on behalf of all members | would like 
to thank our hard working 
Committee and band of helpers for 
their labours over the year. My 
personal thanks for the support | 
have enjoyed as President this last 
two years. | look forward, hopefully, 
to a full Committee, more general 
members being willing to be 
‘helpers’ and responding to our 
pleas for help (hall set-up, etc, etc), 
and | wish our Club a continuing 
successful, fruitful, and enjoyable 
future! 


@ 


Biodiversity Group 
Report 
...Claire Greenwell 


The topic for the March Workshop 
was ‘Spiders’ and the meeting was 
held at our home so that the video 
borrowed from the Public Library—’ 
‘Webs of Intrigue’ by Densey 
Clyne—could be viewed. Digital 
photographs taken by Ade Foster 
and Frank Scheelings could also be 
viewed on the TV set. 


The spiders of most interest were 
the Grey House Spider and Spined 
Spiders which were examined—and 
their beauty admired—under the 
microscope. 


Garden Wolf Spider ... family Lycosidae 
Photographed by Ade Foster 
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Out and About 


Jellyfish are 90% to 95% water but have 
been eaten in many Asian countries for 


...Valda Dedman thousands of years. Dried and salted 


The Gippsland Lakes at the end of 
February. Swans by the hundreds and 
jellyfish by the thousands. Black Swans 
standing in long lines on shallow sand spits 
and cream-coloured jellies drifting through 
the water like dinner-plate sized 
transparent hot-cross buns, from which 
hang eight sturdy arms. They are 
Catostylus mosaicus, called the Jelly 
Blubber, said to be the commonest 
species along the eastem Australian coast. 
Great swarms of them appear in summer 
in many bays and estuaries from Port 
Phillip Bay to Torres Strait. These jellyfish 
(more correctly called medusae) don't 
have trailing tentacles or an obvious mouth 
under the bell as you might expect. 
Instead, the great arms are covered with 
hundreds or even thousands of tiny 
mouths surrounded by stinging 
nematocysts which capture food, that is 
then passed through the mouth openings 
to the stomach. Catostyius feed on tiny 
creatures like copepods, fish eggs and 
plankton, but are a bit of a mystery 
because so many have been found with 
empty stomachs. 


Jellies are simple animals, just two thin 
layers of cells with a layer of thick jelly in 
between. The outer layer acts as a 
protective skin and the inner one lines the 
stomach and produces digestive juices. 
They have a marvellous radial symmetry, 
divided into four, which means they can 
fend off prey and capture food from any 
direction. They have no need of eyes, but 
appear to have some kind of orienting 
organs, which respond to light and gravity. 


Cafostylus mosaicus is a member of the 
Order Rhizostomeae in the Class 
Scyphozoa, which reproduce through a 
succession of fixed and floating free forms. 
This is called the ‘alteration of generations’. 
Each medusa is either male or female. 
Sperm are discharged through the mouths, 
and eggs are fertilised in the female’s 
stomach. The fertilised egg passes out 
into the water through the mouth, and 
usually stays for a while on the female’s 
ams in a special brood pouch. It develops 
into a form called a planula which moves 
off and settles on the sea floor or under a 
rock shelf where it becomes a polyp with 
long tentacles and a short stalk, a 
scyphostoma. This grows into a pile of 

‘identical ‘saucers’. They split off in eight- 
lobed slices, known as ephyrae, ina 
process called transverse strobilisation, 
and develop into the medusa form with a 
bell and oral arms. 


jellyfish is a delicacy in Japan. | have tried 
it a cooked form, but found it tasteless and 
textureless. However, there are pressures 
to set up a dried jelllyfish export industry in 
Australia, based on Catostylus mosaicus. 
All states are keen to get on the 
bandwagon. In 1998 a development 
permit was issued allowing 1500 wet 
tonnes to be taken over two years in Port 
Phillip, Comer Inlet, Westernport and the 
Gippsland Lakes and the 2003 Total 
Allowable Developmental Catch (TADC) 
was 1200 wet tonnes for Port Phillip Bay 
and 100 wet tonnes for each of the other 
sites. Harvesting is by dip netting only, of 
animals greater than 23 cm in bell 
diameter. 


Although the biomass in Port Phillip Bay is 
being monitored by MAFRI, reservations 
are felt in some quarters about the industry 
because not enough research has been 
done about the ecological implications of 
Jelly Blubber harvesting. Jellyfish are a 
food source for predators such as fish and 
turtles, and they become part of the 
benthic and pelagic food chains when they 
die. They have their own role as 
zooplankton and fish larvae predators. In 
their larval stages they are food for 
nudibranchs and the polyps of other 
species and may influence the settlement 
pattern of other invertebrates. 


Current research into the reproductive 
biology of Catostylus mosaicus has found 
that medusae can swim at rates of 8 
metres a minute and small ones can grow 
at the rate of 5 mm a day. What causes 
‘blooms’ in massive numbers is not 
understood, nor the periods of great 
scarcity. It appears that there is still much 
to be discovered about these creatures. 
Watch out for them in Corio Bay. | have 
seen them in the water beside 
Cunningham Pier. 


But back to the Gippsland lakes. Swans 
were always common there, but in the 
early days there far more wild fowl than 
today. When Angus McMillan first came 
down the Tambo in 1840 and saw Lake 
King, it was covered with wild ducks, 
swans and pelicans and the water was not 
salt, but ‘quite brackish’ as the party 
discovered when they used it to make tea. 


The original natural entrance to the 
Gippsland Lakes was at the far eastern 
end of the Cunninghame Am. It was often 
closed by a sandbar, sometimes for 
months at a time. This meant the water 
level in the lakes rose, especially when the 
rivers brought down snowmelt. Adjoining 
landowners complained, as did the owners 


of the boats that plied between Melbourne 
and Sale. Ships often became grounded 
and sometimes wrecked on the bar even 
when the entrance was open. There was 
a large lakes’ shipping industry in the 
second half of the nineteenth century. 
(Even today the port for the lakes is Sale 
and not Lakes Entrance and direction 
markers for the navigation channels are 
based on this.) The artificial entrance was 
finally opened in 1889, twenty years after 
the first attempts at constructing a 
permanent opening began in the early 
1870s. 


Within a few days the natural entrance 
began to close, and soon tidal waters 
reached as far as the Tambo bluff in Lake 
King. One of the perhaps unexpected 
side-effects of a change to a more marine 
environment has been on the Mitchell silt 
jetties, said to be second in length to those 
of the Mississippi. 


The jetties are really a long finger detta— 
the Mitchell river flows between two long 
narrow bands of land that reach out into 
Lake King and almost tum Jones Bay at 
the north end into a separate lake. The 
‘Vagabond’, John Stanley Thomas, writing 
in 1885, called them a ‘swan’s neck 
peninsula’. The growth of the delta was 
assisted by shoreline reed-swamp, which 
trapped and retained sediment brought 
down in floods. Increasing lake salinity has 
destroyed much of the reed-swamp and 
resulting erosion of the silt jetty margins 
has led to some fragmentation of the 
delta. In places rocks have been 
brought in to redefine the shoreline 
between river and lake. 


We drove right along the final six 
kilometres of the delta, as it became 
narrower and narrower. At the tip there 
were Salt-tolerant plants—Sarcocornia, 
Suaeda, Disphyma, and an ancient and 
ailing boobialla. 


The Tambo delta, also in Lake King, 
shows some dissection, but the Latrobe 
and Avon deltas, in Lake Wellington, are 
still reed-fringed and growing. The 
ecological effects of opening the lakes 
permanently to the sea reveal 
themselves in other ways. Ribbon Weed 
Vallisneria americana has disappeared 
from Lake Wellington and has been 
replaced by meadows of marine grasses 
such as Zostera. This lake has to 
withstand seasonal changes from a 
freshwater to a saline environment. The 
quality of the water in the lakes is 
currently being monitored, but some 
changes cannot be undone. 


<p 
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This Month 
... Joe Hubbard 


lt all started when Val heard Ron 
next door throwing bricks on to his 
trailer. Urged to check, I offered to 
save him the trouble. Searching 
for more old bricks, we found a 
preformed pond leaning against 
the fence. Well, now we have a 
pond in the back garden and bricks 
for the other job. All this led us on 
a fascinating quest for knowledge 
of water plants and creatures. 
Setting up a pond is fun and 
relatively easy. See below. 


Megabats Galore 

Eastern Park 

There they were, Grey-headed 
Flying Foxes, decorating several 
conifer trees, and really too 
numerous to count. 


We heard them before we could 
. see them so could easily track 
them down. (Some might say 
smell them down!) 


* Some were flying between roosts 
© but most were wrapped in their 
wings and just hanging around. 
Others were hanging together, 

~ being quite intimate and noisy 

*= about it. 


We could only but admire these 
sometimes maligned creatures 

- with their grey heads, rufous necks 
and shoulders, grey bodies and 
darker wings. 


Follow the Bay-West Trail 
Werribee Park—Point Cook 

It certainly was a revelation. 
Wanting to get to the sea we 
followed this track across the 
somewhat tired-looking dunes. 
From the top of one we got the 
splendid view of Melbourne across 
the bay that we were seeking. 
Then we continued on to the 
beach. 


It was low tide and birds were 
there in considerable numbers, 
particularly Red-necked Stints and 
Little Black Cormorants. The 
cormorants were roosting on an 
exposed reef while other waders 
were feeding on the mudflats and 
rock pools. 


We spent the morning at Werribee 
Park enjoying the sun, roses, and 
birdwatching (yes, Pink Robin and 
three Crested Pigeons). On 
another occasion | saw Flame 
Robins. 


At Spectacle Lake we were 
intrigued by the small flocks of 
Welcome Swallows flying in tight 
circles just above the long grass, 
with some actually dropping into it. 
| wondered if they were feeding on 
swarming ants. 


Get Distracted 

Fyansford 

The warble of the Mistletoebird led 
us to the wattle on the Common. 
There it was, a male bird, perched 
on a clump of Wireleaf Mistletoe. 


Moments later a Goshawk pursued 
a largish bird, low, up river, to 
disappear behind the reeds. It 
soon reappeared, empty taloned. 
By the time we walked over, all we 
could see was a Dusky Moorhen, 
tail flicking white, on the water. 


It was certainly the morning of the 
raptor. No sooner across the 
bridge when a Grey Goshawk 
(white) winged leisurely over us, 
(beat, beat, beat, short glide— _ 
repeated) to be greeted by a small 
flock of squawking Magpies— 
reverie interrupted! 


We had been on the way to find 
the Flame Robins but found the 
distractions bearable. At this time 
of the year these Robins can 
usually be found in the same 
paddock just across from the 
Barwon. Of course we found 
three. If all birding was as easy as 
that... 


To get you going 

Ponds 

There are several options but the 
simple way is just to dig a hole with 
undulating depths, shallow to 
about 30 to 40 cm and line it with a 
flexible liner on a bed of sand. 
Liner is readily available from most 
hardware shops. 


Add a 10 cm layer of soil for your 
plants to grow in then the water 
which should be left for a few days 
before introducing plants and even 
longer for wildlife. 


A small marsh? Site this next to 
your pond. Dig a shallow, saucer 
shaped depression partly lined with 
plastic, and refill with soil. Good 
for plants and creatures that like 
boggy conditions. 


Talk to someone with an 
established pond. He/she could be 
a source of good advice and 
maybe local plants and animals. 


Note that fish will eat most tiny 
water creatures. 


Flying Foxes 

Organise a batty party. We did 
recently—only fish and chips mind 
you. We gathered in our back 
yard, and as night fell, watched the 
exodus.of hundreds. from their 
roost in Eastern Park. (Melways 
452 G3) 

Some landed in a flowering gum 
next door whilst another landed on 
our pear tree and thrilled the kids— 
including the grown-up ones. We 
even saw a ‘shooting star! 


Werribee Park 

From the Princes Highway take the 
Werribee exit, from town centre 
right into Duncan’s Road, then 
right into K Road. (Melways 201) 


Point Cook 

Duncans Road left into Aviation 
Road, left Point Cook Road, right 
Point Cook Homestead Road. 
Take walking track to tower. After 
a short distance access beach by 
gate on right. (Melways 198-199) 
Lots to see and do in these two 
areas—and pay no money! 


Fyansford 

Park near the Pub. Cross the 
Common to the river crossing, turn 
right then walk straight ahead 
along Carroll Road, turn left at next 
road and the right into De Goldis 
Road (a lookout on this corner). 
Follow this road (elevated for bird 
spotting!) until it takes you down to 
the river. Here you'll connect with 
the walking track which will take 
you back to the Common. 
(Melways 450 K3) 


A reminder: observations are from 
April 2003, but inspiration is 
current. 


Cheers! 


ap 
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Treasurer’s Report 2003/2004 
..Ray Baverstock 
Honorary Treasurer 


Membership 

| am pleased to report that there has been another increase in membership this year. 

We were pleased to welcome 17 new members but there were 2 resignations and 10 members did not renew their 
subscription. We now have 188 subscribers compared to 179 last year. 


Income 

ə Our main source of income was subscriptions totalling $5898 compared to $5617 last year. 

e The Club exhibit at the Angair Wildflower Show raised a net amount of $580.55 compared to $255.85 last year. A 
further amount of $219 was raised at the Portland campout. | would like to thank all the members who helped with 
these events. 

e Our thanks also go to those who took part in the Barwon River Bird Survey for the Corangamite Catchment 
Management Authority (CCMA). Their surveys yielded a total of $3150. 

e Other fund raising efforts raised $209.00, down on last year’s total of $244.50. 

e Bank interest from the ANZ Common Fund V2 Plus Account totalled $546.10 compared to $395.16 last year. 


Expenditure 

e Another two interpretive signs costing $1463.00 were erected at the Jerringot Wetland. This amount was 
reimbursed by CCMA, thus completing the grant of $3000. : 

e The main recurrent items of expenditure were: 


o $1980.00 for printing of the Geelong Naturalist 

o $1364.57 for postage 

o $1600.00 for hall rental 

o $863.14 for insurance premiums 

o $1050.00 was transferred to the ANZ V2 Plus Account 

o $500.00 was transferred to the Seaview Park Account 

o $610.25 for printing of the 2002 Geelong Bird Report 
Equipment 


e A bubblejet Epson C82 printer and new computer software were purchased at a cost of $549.98. 
Subscriptions 

There will be no increase in subscriptions this year, but there will be an increase in the price of the Geelong Bird 
Report. 


Subscription rates for 2004/2005 will be: 


Supporting Members (including Geelong Naturalist) $41.00 
Ordinary Members (including Geelong Naturalist) 31.00 
Joint/Family Members (including Geelong Naturalist) 41.00 
Junior/Student (under 18 years) (including Geelong Naturalist) 7.00 
Corporate Members (including Geelong Naturalist) 36.00 
Subscription to Geelong Naturalist only 26.00 
2003 Geelong Bird Report 10.00 
2003 Geelong Bird Report (if posted in Australia) 12.50 
2003 Geelong Bird Report (if posted overseas) 15.00 


Once again | would like to thank those who helped with our exhibit at Angair and the members who have taken part in 
the CCMA field surveys, our supporting members and those who have made donations during the year. i 
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STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS 
FOR YEAR ENDED 28 FEBRUARY 2004 


RECEIPTS 


Previous Year Receipts - $ 
4966.44 Bank balance at beginning of year 5381.83 
ADD cash receipts for year 
Fees and subscriptions for year received from members 


180.00 Corporate Members 216.00 
2732.00 Ordinary Members 2646.00 
1722.00 Joint/Family Members s 1927.00 

— Junior/Student Members 7.00 

697.00 Supporting Members 738.00 

286.00 Magazine subscriptions 364.00 
5617.00 -5898.00 

244.50 Proceeds from fund raising efforts 1/4/2003 to 28/2/2004 209.00 

321.50 Donations, bequests 198.00 

— Government grants — 
5570.00 Other grants — 
3630.00 CCMA Field surveys 3150.00 

600.00 Travelling expenses (CCMA) 600.00 


Other receipts 


40.00 Sales—From Buckleys to the Break 21.50 
10.00 Sales—Sick and Injured Animals booklets 12.00 
231.00 Sales—Geelong Bird Report 345.50 
739.00 Sales—Other publications 1532.00 
4370.00 Excursion, campout receipts 250.00 
1.22 Bank interest 4.14 

19.40 Coffee, refreshments 2.60 

— Advertising 20.00 

— Reimbursement re Jerringot signs from CCMA 1475.50 
21393.62 13718.24 
$26360.06 19100.07 


ANZ COMMON FUND V2 PLUS ACCOUNT 


RECEIPTS $ PAYMENTS $ 
Bank interest 546.10 


Transferred from General A/c 1050.00 


Fund balance at 28/2/2003 15172.02 


$16768.12 


Fund balance at 28/2/2004 16768.12 


$16768.12 


GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB Inc. 


PO Box 1047 Geelong 3220 


A0013708R 


WELCOMES VISITORS and NEW MEMBERS 
Website: http://home.vicnet. net.au/ ~gfnc/ : 
E-mail: gfnc@vicnet. net.au : 


We are fortunate to live in an area containing some of 
Australia's richest and diverse ecosystems. We 
appreciate our region’s biodiversity and look forward to 
sharing this enjoyable interest with visitors and new 
members at Club activities. There are over 70 
organised events with which you can become involved. 
(The Club Program is on the reverse of this page.) 


Geelong Field Naturalists participate in 

e conducted field trips to local areas of natural 
significance 

e illustrated presentations by leaders in natural 
environment subjects. 

e bushland, coastal and alpine campouts 

e flora and fauna surveys 

e conservation projects 

e exhibitions displaying aspects of our local environment 


Many of us are learners and observers, some are 
experts in their fields. 


Since 1961 our Club has been influential in protecting 
our region’s diminishing biodiversity. We are actively 
involved in the development and management of many 
local reserves and parks; revegetation and 
environmental weed control are ongoing projects. 

We carry out flora and fauna surveys for various 
authorities and national groups. 

Our fine record on conservation issues has earned the 
respect of ‘government and community organisations—as 
has our interpretive signage. 


We meet at 8.00 pm at the Meeting Room at the rear 
of Clairvaux School’s main hall, Reynolds Rd, 
Belmont, where we have monthly group activities. 


Melways reference 465 D2 


General Meeting: 1°* Tuesday of month. Usually an 
illustrated talk by specialists on a wide range of natural 
environment subjects, e.g. land forms, plants, birds, 
animals, insects, marine/aquatic/shore life, stars/planets, 


_rocks, weather, earthquakes, etc., followed by 


discussion. Members are encouraged to share their 
nature study observations and bring items for exhibition 
and/or identification. 

Contact: John Bottomley Ph. 5284 1554 


Plant Group: 2" Tuesday of month. Members share 
and develop their knowledge of plants at informal 
workshop sessions. 

Contact: Dick Southcombe Ph. 5243 3916 


Bird Group: 3° Tuesday of month. Specialist 
speakers, bird counts, identification of species, sharing 
and discussing observations of birds and bird behaviour. 
Contact: John Bottomley Ph. 5284 1554 


Mid Week Bird Excursion: 3 Thursday of the month 
(usually). Half day walk to nearby birding locations 
Contact: Polly Cutliffe Ph. 5244 0182 


Biodiversity Workshop Group: 4" Tuesday of the 
month. From Arachnids and Amphibians to Zooplankton 
and Zebras, in fact anything that is not a bird or plant. 
Contact: Claire Greenwell Ph. 5243 7047 


Mammal Survey Group: 5" Tuesday of the month 
Surveys are conducted in local areas to determine the 
mammal species present. The GFNC has a survey 
permit from the Department of NRE to trap and release 
small mammals. 

Contact: Trevor Pescott Ph. 5243 4368 


STATEMENT OF PURPOSES 


(1) To stimulate the study and appreciation of natural 
history by: 


(a) Lectures, discussions and excursions to 
areas displaying features of ecological interest 
(b) Taking part in ecological surveys and field 
studies from time to time. 

(2) To preserve and protect Australian Flora and 
Fauna 

(3) To issue statements and comments on proposals 
regarding the management of areas of ecological 
significance, in order to aid the conservation of 
natural resources and the protection of 
endangered species and habitats. 

(4) To faithfully record information, to disseminate 
knowledge and to act as a source of information 
and opinion on matters relevant to the 
Association's purposes. 
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PROGRAM OF ACTIVITIES 2004/05 


JUNE 2004 

1 General Meeting: Everett Foster—Orchids of Geelong 
Region 

8 Plant Group: Workshop Meeting 

141-14 Camp-out: Greater Bendigo National Park 
Leader: Dick Southcombe 

15 Bird Group: Jan Incoll & Norm Carter (Friends of 
Kinglake National Park) 

17 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 

20 Excursion: Ted Errey Nature Circuit 
Leaders: John Bottomley & Dick Southcombe 

22 Biodiversity Group: Workshop Meeting 

29 Mammal Group 

JULY 2004 

6 General Meeting: Chris Pitfield CCMA Bush Care & 
Remnant Vegetation 

TBA Winter Wader Count 

13 Plant Group: Workshop Meeting 

15 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 

18 Excursion: Lough Calvert area 
Leaders: Robert Missen & Joe Hubbard 

20 Bird Group: Richard Loyn—Birding in Taiwan 

27 Biodiversity Group: Workshop Meeting 

AUGUST 2004 

3 General Meeting: Prof. John Lovering—Why the 
Murray-Darling Basin Matters in Geelong 

10 Plant Group: Workshop Meeting 

15 Excursion: Latrobe University Environment Centre 
Leaders: Diana Primrose 

17 Bird Group: John Bottomley—Eastern Swamphens 
Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 
Biodiversity Group: Workshop Meeting 

28-29 Boneseed Pullt—You Yangs 
Leaders: Rob Beardsley, Claire & Dennis 
Greenwell 
Mammal Group 

- SEPTEMBER 2004 

7 General Meeting: Peter Robertson—Skinks, Lizards & 
Goannas 

14 Plant Group: Workshop Meeting 

19 Excursion: Surf Coast Biodiversity 
Leaders: lan & Roma Edwards/Graeme Stockton 

21 Bird Group: Will Steele—WTP Werribee Bird 
Research 

23 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 

22-8 Oct ANN Get Together—Hosted by WA Naturalists Club 

28 Biodiversity Group: Workshop Meeting 

OCTOBER 2004 

5 General Meeting: Members Night—Roma & lan 
Edwards & Graeme Stockton—Surf Coast Biodiversity 

12 Plant Group: Workshop Meeting 

17 Excursion: Carlisle State Park 
Leaders: Irene Spokes & John Bottomley 

19 Bird Group: Trevor Pescott—The Barwon River Bird 
Surveys 

21 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 

26 Biodiversity Group: Workshop Meeting 

29-2 Nov SEANA Campout—Little Desert 

NOVEMBER 2004 

2 General Meeting: Ern Perkins—Central Victorian/Box 
Ironbark Forests 

9 Plant Group: Workshop 

16 Bird Group: Gordon McCarthy—Bowerbirds 

18 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 


NOVEMBER 2004 (cont.) 
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Excursion: Little River Earth Sanctuary 
Leader: Diana Primrose 


23% Biodiversity Group: Workshop Meeting 

30 Mammal Group 

DECEMBER 2004 

TBA Challenge Bird Count 

7 General Meeting: Members Night: TBA 

14 Plant Group Excursion: Break-up/Excursion 

16 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 

JANUARY 2005 

15 Saturday % Day Excursion: Waurn Ponds Creek 
Leader: Claire Greenwell 

TBA Summer Wader Count 

18 Bird Group: Finding our hard birds (team effort). 

20 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 

TBA Campout: Bogong High Plains 

; Leader: Dick Southcombe 

FEBRUARY 2005 

1 General Meeting: Mike Weston—Changes Indicated by 
Reference to the Bird Atlas 

8 Plant Group: Workshop Meeting 

15 Bird Group: John Newman—FPipits 

17 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 

20 Excursion: Lake Victoria/Swan Bay 
Leaders: Marilyn Hewish/Barry Lingham 

22 Biodiversity Group: Workshop Meeting 

MARCH 2005 

1 General Meeting: Christine Porter—Intertidal 
Environment 

6 ‘Clean up Australia Day’ at Jerringot 
Leaders: Claire & Dennis Greenwell 

8 Plant Group: Workshop Meeting 

11-14 SEANA Campout: Upper Goulburn Club 

15 Bird Group: Marilyn Hewish—Boats & Birds in 
Norway 

17 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 

20 Excursion: Pt Addis Intertidal Area 
Leaders: Christine Porter & Claire Greenwell 

22 Biodiversity Group: Workshop Meeting 

29 Mammal Group 

APRIL 2005 

5 AGM—Memters Night: Bats—Grant Baverstock 

12 Plant Group: Workshop Meeting 

14, Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 

17 Excursion: Bannockburn Reserve (not the Bush) 
afternoon/evening 
Leaders: Grant Baverstock & Claire Greenwell 

19 Bird Group: Barry Lingham—Quail & Button-Quail of 
Western Victoria 

26 Biodiversity Group: Workshop Meeting 

MAY 2005 

3 General Meeting: Kate Blood—Weeds 

10 Plant Group: Workshop Meeting 

15 Excursion: You Yangs 
Leader: Trevor Pescott 

17 Bird Group: Craig Morley—Birds from Here to There: 
Migration 

19 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 

24 Biodiversity Group: Workshop Meeting 

28-29 Boneseed Pult—You Yangs 
Leaders: Rob Beardsley/Claire & Dennis Greenwell 

31 Mammal Group 


THE GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS’ CLUB INCORPORATED 


A0013708R 
45 od 
EZA VS) 
Membership Renewal/Application 
2004/2005 Subscriptions are due on 1“ April 
YOUR SUPPORT IS VALUED 
Please renew now! 
Please ignore this notice if you are a Life Member, if you have already paid, 
or if you joined after 30" November 2003 
Name: Dr/Mr/Mrs/Ms............ re PAE A rc tein AEN T E NA AE A A PTAS a A 
PostalAddress: eee ee srs re O E O A TA A ENA E See Per Seth et 
T aa T TE in Boke AE EE F A R ara Post Code................. 
Contact Phone number: ..............::0:seeeeeeeenee (HloMe) Ste. ates ees (Business) 
EmailiAddressiascntitmcnetrseter: caster. sconces (OO rctere Soran cotinine eet nes Ay a e ra a eee 
PLEASE TICK TYPE OF SUBSCRIPTION: 
( ) Supporting (includes $10.00 donation)........ (includes Geelong Naturalisf)................+. $41.00 
E)E Ordinary eee E E I ETA (includes Geelong Naturalist).................. $31.00 
(Cette REITY cocoencrectn cannes a (includes Geelong Naturalist).................. $41.00 
(__) Junior/Student (under 18 years) ................ (includes Geelong Naturalist)................+ $ 7.00 
(  ) Corporate (club, organizations) ................. (includes Geelong Naturalisf).................. $36.00 
(@ )esubscribentorGeeiongiNaturalistonlyeameccetecetserenstrenctsern ets ce ease ersenteetents E $26.00 
( ) 2003 Geelong Bird Report (if posted $12.50)...(new A4 format).............:c cee cee eee eee eee eee $10.00 
(CY ORELE com eoncoancenobinanitdsdei ont eciean phd chap iuas O Hh iacarnbean cree each pe ene SEEN 
( ) Please send receipt (only posted on request) 
SUBSCRIPTION Shs 
DONATION EA 
OTHER SAT 
TOTAL $ 


Help make a friend a member! 


Post to: Honorary Treasurer, GFNC, PO Box 1047, Geelong, 3220 


ALL MEMBERS... 


Ce ee ee ee ee ee ee eee er eee 
ee ee ee eee eee eee ee eee ee ee eee er re ey 
ee ee ee ee ee ee ce ee ee ee re eer i iy 

eee ee ee ee ee eee eee eee eee ee ee ee ee ee i ey 


ee ee ee ee eee eee ee ee ee re rr ri ri 
Ce ee ee ee ee eee ee eee ee ee ee ee ee ee i ir id 
ee ee ee ee i ee ee er ay 


Your suggestions for activities/speakers may be listed here or on the special “Excursion/Speaker Suggestions” 
forms available at meetings. 
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STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS 
FOR YEAR ENDED 28 FEBRUARY 2004 


- CASH PAYMENTS 


Previous Year $ 
1980.00 Printing—Geelong Naturalist 1980.00 
70.00 Printing—general 92.00 
168.25 Printing—Geelong Bird Report 610.25 
366.65 Stationery, photocopying 244.50 
1044.66 Postage 1364.57 
1500.00 Hall rental 1600.00 
567.80 Subscriptions to other clubs and magazines 523.80 
150.00 Donations 150.00 
889.20 Publications for re-sale to members 1364.30 
160.00 Guest speakers' travelling expenses 165.00 
765.84 Insurance premiums 863.14 
91.57 Sundries and registration 145.87 
179.87 Library purchases 419.75 
53.60 Bank charges 55.20 
60.00 Jerringot expenses 10.00 
528.30 Snipefest expenses — 
5570.00 Transfer to ANZ Common Fund V2 Plus Account 1050.00 
20.99 Fund raising expenses 16.25 
500.00 Excursion and campouts 250.00 
370.00 Travelling expenses—CCMA Barwon River Survey 370.00 
212.50 Glassmetal Industries—Jerringot signs 1463.00 
1000.00 Printing—Nature Brochure = 
359.00 Purchase of equipment 549.98 
4370.00 Excursion refunds due to cancellation — 
— Transferred to Seaview Park Account 500.00 
20978.23 -43787.61 
5381.83 Bank balance at end of year 5312.46 
$26360.06 -19100.07 
SEAVIEW PARK ACCOUNT 
RECEIPTS $ $ 
Transferred from General Account 500.00 
- Account balance at 28/2/2003 2570.00 ccount balance at 28/2/2004 3070.00 
$3070.00 $3070.00 


1) 
2) 
3) 


Receipts relating to future financial periods which have been received and included in cash 
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THE GEEFONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INCORPORATED 


REG'D NO. A0013708R 


STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 
AS AT 28 FEBRUARY 2004 


ASSETS 
Receipts relating to the period but not included in cash receipts 
Payments relating to future periods which have been included in cash payments 
Items purchased in prior financial years which are still being used by the club: 


Equipment Date purchased 
Steel cupboards 

Microscope 

Telescope 

Tripod and case 

10 Elliott Type A mammal traps 
Projector and screen 

Desk lamp 

Tripod 

Electric urn 

Overhead projector 

Sound system 

Sundry equipment 

Furniture—chairs 

Library books (at valuation) 

Sundry equipment 

Chairs 

Display panels 

Chairs 

Screen 

250 shares in Timboon Bushland Co-op 
Display panel at Jerringot 

Office equipment (calculator) 

Furniture & fittings—library 

15 Elliott traps and cases 

Laser pointer 

Tables 

Kowa telescope and tripod 
Astronomical telescope and sundry equipment 
GPS unit 

Epson C82 printer 
Computer software 
Interpretive signs—Jerringot 
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Total 


LIABILITIES 


receipts: 


Subscriptions paid in advance 


Total Liabilities 


$ 

180.00 
315.00 
270.00 
43.20 
100.00 
807.57 
22.34 
75.00 
67.34 
10.00 
379.90 
128.00 
107.00 
7036.00 
18.90 
287.00 
196.00 
143.50 
30.00 
250.00 
800.00 
18.95 
182.00 
401.10 
74.95 
50.00 
2188.50 
100.00 
359.00 
450.98 
99.00 
3000.00 


$18191.23 


$222.00 
$222.00 
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Mid-week Bird 
Group Excursion 
March 18, 2004 
Brisbane Ranges 
...Polly Cutcliffe 


Our leader for the day was 
Margaret Cameron. Seventeen 
members met at the Anakie Store. 
After a car shuffle, we started at 
Stony Creek with a walk towards 
the dam. Although we walked only 
a very short distance, the number 
of birds present kept Margaret 
busy making sure everyone had 
the opportunity to view them, and 
explaining the different features of 
the immature birds present. We 
observed 21 species here, 
including Yellow-tufted, White- 
naped, White-eared and Brown- 
headed Honeyeaters; Eastern 
Spinebill, Brown Treecreeper, 
White-throated Treecreeper, 
Crimson Rosella, Musk Lorikeet, 
Rufous Whistler and Grey Fantail. 
Margaret also noted an Australian 
Raven calling and explained the 
difference between this and the 
more common Little Raven’s call. 


The weather was ideal for the walk 
down the gorge after a morning 
tea break. 


Highlights included a pair of Olive- 
backed Orioles and a small flock of 
very active Spotted Pardalotes at 
the beginning of the track; Grey 
Shrike-thrush, Brown Thornbill, 
Red-browed Finch, Grey 
Currawong, Fan-tailed Cuckoo, 
White-plumed Honey-eater and 
(right at the finish) several Crested 
Shrike-Tits. 


After lunch at the Anakie Gorge 
picnic ground, the fit and active 
walked back through the gorge to 
Stony Creek, while the not so fit 
and active decided to call it a day. 
In all we observed 47 species, plus 
a koala or two. Those who 
attended appreciated Margaret's 
enthusiasm and her willingness 
(as always!) to share her 
expertise, and knowledge of the 
area, especially at such a busy 
time in her life, so as to make this 
a memorable excursion. 


Bird list: 

Pacific Black Duck 

Little Pied Cormorant 
Wedge-tailed Eagle 
Peregrine Falcon 
Eurasian Coot 

Galah 

Little Corella 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 
Musk Lorikeet 

Crimson Rosella 
Fan-tailed Cuckoo 
Laughing Kookaburra 
White-throated Treecreeper 
Brown Treecreeper 
Superb Fairy-Wren 
Spotted Pardalote 
Striated Pardalote 
White-browed Scrubwren 
Brown Thornbill 

Striated Thornbill 

Red Wattlebird 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
White-eared Honeyeater 
Yellow-tufted Honeyeater 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
Brown-headed Honeyeater 
White-naped Honeyeater 
New Holland Honeyeater 
Eastern Spinebill 

Eastern Yellow Robin 
Crested Shrike-Tit 
Golden Whistler 

Rufous Whistler 

Grey Shrike-thrush 

Grey Fantail 

Willie Wagtail 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
Olive-backed Oriole 
Dusky Woodswallow 
Australian Magpie 

Grey Currawong 
Australian Raven 
Red-browed Finch 
Mistletoebird 

Welcome Swallow 
Silvereye 

Common Blackbird 


Next Mid-week Bird 


Group Excursion 
Thursday, 15 April 


Airey’s Inlet Area 


Leader: Pat and Hans Streefkerk 
This is a repeat of a very successful 
excursion Hans and Pat led to this 
area in March 2003. 

It centres on two areas—the sewage 
ponds at Distillery Creek Road and 
Nobles Swamp near the Lighthouse. 


Meet: 8.30 am at the parking area 
between the old Green Grub 
building, (now empty and saying Toy 
Sale) and the Safeway fuel outlet 
OR 9.00 am at the Airey's Inlet Store. 
Finnish: about 12.30 pm 
Enquiries: Polly 5244 0182 


ake 
ae 


Extra Mid-week Bird Excursion 
Thursday April 29t Blue Circle 
Cement Works 


This is to continue our annual 
survey and encourage the 
management to continue plans for 
the proposed wetland works along 
the creek. 


Meet in the Visitors' Car Park of the 
Blue Circle Southern works in 
Reservoir Road, Waurn Ponds at 
9.00 am. 

From Princes Highway at Waurn 
Ponds turn left into Anglesea Road 
at the roundabout then turn right into 
Reservoir Road at the first 
crossroad after crossing the railway 
line. The works are on your right. 
Bring morning tea, finish approx. 

12 noon. 

Enquiries: 

Hans and Pat Streefkerk 52645235 
or Polly Cutcliffe 5244 0182 


X 
Advance Notice 


Thursday May 20 Excursion 


Drysdale Road, 
You Yangs 


Leader: Vernon Cohen 
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Bird Group Report 
16 March, 2004 


Valda Dedman was our speaker 
on ‘Gang-gang Cockatoos.’ She 
started her talk by reminding those 
present that it is now Gang-gang 
time in Geelong as they have 
arrived back from their breeding 
areas in the Otways. For the last 
few weeks Valda has been seeing 
and hearing small numbers on a 
daily basis in Highton. The talk 
was timely. 


The Gang-gang is a well known 
and well-loved bird which was 
proclaimed the official emblem of 
the ACT in 1997. There are 
surprisingly large areas of its 
habits and ecology however about 
which little is known. Much of what 
is known about their breeding 
behaviour for example comes from 
studies of captive birds. This is 
somewhat surprising for it is a bird 
that appears to tolerate the 
presence of humans very well. 
Belcher (1914), in his. Birds of 
Geelong, noted ‘No forest bird is 
so easy to approach. Half a dozen 
birds will sit quite motionless in 
different parts of a tree, looking at 
you; you may go right up to the 
trunk without frightening them 
away‘, (p.178). 


lts conservation status is uncertain 
and it is regarded as being 
vulnerable in certain locations; 
particularly in NSW. The New Atlas 
of Australian Birds (2003) indicates 
a decline of 22% over The Atlas of. 
Australian Birds (1984) suggesting 
that at least some populations are 
facing serious difficulties.: There 
was no decline however in the 
range over which the Gang-gang 
was reported. Itis present 
throughout Victoria, with the 
exception of the Mallee, Wimmera 
and much of the goldfields, and in 
the uplands and western slopes of 
NSW as far north as approximately 
Coffs Harbour. Itis extinct in 
"Tasmania. There is little seasonal 
variation in range and it appears to 
breed in suitable habitat 
throughout its range. The Albury- 
Wodonga, Strathbogie Ranges 
area is a stronghold in northern 


... John Bottomley 


Victoria. In southern Victoria there 
are thought to be three distinct 
populations in the Grampians, in 
the Otway ranges and around 
Portland in the southwest. 


The Gang-gang is the only species 
in the genus Callocephalon and 
though almost black in colour is 
more closely related to Galahs, 
Cacatua roseicapilla, than to the 
black cockatoos. Like white 
cockatoos they enter their nest 
hollows head-first rather than feet- 
first as do black cockatoos. They 
are monotypic; i.e. there is only 
one race throughout their range. 
The type specimen was collected 
by Lt. James Grant near Bass 
River, Victoria. It was first 
illustrated in his Narration of a 
Voyage of Discovery in New South 
Wales published in 1803. 


The Gang-gang will sit silently for 
long periods but has a very 
distinctive and well-known ‘creaky’ 
call. Pizzey (1980) describes this 
as a ‘Stong stuttering creaky growl, 
with rising inflection, like (a) rusty 
hinge’. It is an unmistakable sound 
once heard and is assumed to be a 
contact call used in a variety of 
situations. They make a number of 
other calls, especially when 
feeding, but these are soft and 
rarely heard. 


Gang-gangs eat a varied diet that 
includes seeds, berries, fruit, nuts, 
insects, insect larvae, and galls. 
They are particularly fond of the 
fruit of the introduced Hawthorn, 
Crataegus monogyna, and as 
reported by Rob Ganly are feeding 
on them adjacent to Zillah 
Crawcour Park at this time. Less 
decorously they are very fond of 
eating Spitfire Bugs of the family 
Pergidae! Almost without 
exception they hold their food with 
their left-foot. 


The social behaviour of Gang- 
gangs is poorly known. Mutual 
preening is frequent between 
mates and can last for 
considerable periods. They rarely 


come to ground except to drink. 
They roost communally in groups 
of over fifty but appear to break up 
into smaller groups of 15-20 during 
the day. Rob McKenzie provided a 
detailed description of the roosting 
behaviour of twenty-odd birds 
present in Leopold in the period 
January to May 2001 in the 
Geelong Bird Report 2001. ‘In late 
afternoon, drank at water bowls, 
fed in nearby trees, flew around 
neighbourhood calling; in roost 
trees, restless, jostled for position, 
mutually preened, growled, 
gnawed and ‘played’, hanging up- 
side down with wings spread; 
roosted in pairs or small groups 
huddled in tops of tall trees, in or 
immediately under canopy, 
sometimes with heads and upper 
bodies protruding above leaves 
(p.29). 


As mentioned before, breeding is 
poorly known in the wild with much 
of our knowledge coming from 
studies of captive birds. They are 
hollow nesters, line their nests with 
wood-chips and decayed wood 
dust and lay usually two white 
eggs. They usually use vertical or 
steeply inclined hollows but on 
occasion make use of a horizontal 
hollow (HANZAB, v.4, p.100, 
1999). Although juveniles are often 
reported in the Geelong region, 
from Eastern Park, Queens Park, 
Mount Duheed and elsewhere, 
there are no local records of 
breeding. Valda posed those 
present the challenge of finding 
nest sites as these surely exist in 
the Otways. ‘Where in the 
Otways?’ asked Valda. 


Belcher (1914) reported ‘...at 
irregular periods, bands of Gang- 
gangs work eastward in autumn, 
and come right out of the forest on 
to the open country about Geelong 
and even into the town...all 
through the winter they are present 
in the drier messmate country 
between Airey’s Inlet and 
Torquay.’ (p.178). These days 
Gang-gangs still leave the Otways 
after breeding season to be seen 
in Geelong, now annually, and in 
the farming country southwest of 
town. They typically arrive in 
Geelong in late January and early 
February to be present until 
September and October when they 
return to their breeding areas. 
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They can be seen in many Deans Marsh, Mount Duneed, 
locations in Geelong proper with Bannockburn Bush, Ironbark Gordon McCarthy showed a few 
reports in the Geelong Bird Report Basin, Bellbrae, and Cumberland photographs of Gang-gangs he 
2002 from Belmont, Newtown, River. had taken around Portland and 
Waurn Pond, Highton, Queens i elsewhere. 
Park, Eastern Park, Geelong East, -+ Valda concluded her talk by 

` Buckley Falls, Geelong South, encouraging us all to look for nests The talk was received with much 
Herne Hill, Deakin University and and juvenile birds so we can get a interest from those in attendance 
Kardinia Park. In the region more better understanding of the number who showed their interest and 
generally they were reported from of young birds in local populations. appreciation with questions and a 
Torquay, Carlisle State Park, Gang-gangs are long lived and can generous round of applause. 
Wensleydale, Eumerella, Lake age as a population without 
Colongulac, Angahook, Bald Hills, obviously declining. p> 


Bird Observations for February 2004 
..John Bottomley 


Lots of young birds reported this month. It seems to have been a reasonably good breeding season for many species. 
Another highlight is the return of the Gang-gangs from their summer breeding grounds in the Otways. The Bird Group 
would be grateful if you could note the number of immature birds when you are reporting these lovely cockatoos. This 
will help us determine whether the Otways population is sustaining itself. Several unusual wader records with Grey 
Tattler, Sanderling and Common Sandpiper all reported. Outside our area at the Western Treatment Plant both 
Greater Sandplover and a Reeve were seen by club members. The Royal Penguin at Johanna Beach is very unusual 
as was the King Penguin that was present at Port McDonnell in South Australia at the end of February. Margaret 
Cameron saw seven species of honeyeater drinking from the same waterhole on Bald Hills on a hot day in early 
March. What was the pecking order Margaret? Remember to look out for Richard’s Pipits. 


Observers were: BAt, Bryant Attwood; BL, Barry Lingham; GMc, Gordon McCarthy; JB, John Bottomley; JCo, Joan Cohen; JN, 
John Newman; JO, John O'Malley; MAC, Margaret Cameron; PF, Pauline Fletcher; RBa, Ray Baverstock; RGa, Rob Ganly; RK, 
Rachel Keary; RMc, Rob Mackenzie; RP, Bob Preston; SO, Sue O'Malley; TFI, Tom Fletcher; TL, Trevor Lumb; VC, Vernon Cohen; 
VLJ, Valerie Lloyd-Jones. 
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Species Number Date Comments Observer 
Cape Barren Goose 34 16/03/04 Lara Lake. Birds fly in daily from Serendip. JCo, VC 
Australasian Grebe 2 14/03/04 Jerringot. An adult with a very small young bird. TF, PF 
Royal Penguin 1 8/03/04 Johanna Beach. JO, SO 
Fluttering Shearwater 1 2/03/04 Breamlea. An exhausted bird washed up on the beach. TFI, PF 
Australasian Gannet 2 2/03/04 Corio Bay. Immatures. VLJ 

Darter 7 9/03/04 Barwon River opposite Balliang. Five including three juveniles MAC 


and two including one juvenile. 


Nankeen Night Heron 3 4/03/04 Buckley Falls. One adult and two juveniles in riverside trees. BAt 
White-bellied Sea-Eagle 1 25/02/04 Apollo Bay. Flying south over township. TFI, PF 

1 26/02/04 Swan- Bay. An adult. Landed in trees on Swan Island. RMc, RGa 
Collared Sparrowhawk 1 3/03/04 Buckley Falls. A juvenile bird. BAt 

1 4/03/04 Highton. Flew into school grounds and perched. Also JN 

15/03/04. 

Australian Hobby 1 18/02/04 East, S, Gurr Street. Also one on 7/03/04 in Connor MAC 
Black Falcon 1 26/02/04 Reedy Lake at Moolap Station Road. GMc 

1 6/03/04 Hospital Lake. HERRE 

1 9/03/04 Leopold. RMc 
Nankeen Kestrel 1 3/03/04 Point Addis. A very tame downy juvenile sitting on a sign. MAC 
Buff-banded Rail 2 11/01/04 Deakin University. An adult and a juvenile. VLJ 
Common Sandpiper 1 7/03/04 Baums Weir. Bobbing on the mill-race wall. RGa 
Grey-tailed Tattler 1 15/03/04 Queenscliff at boat ramp. Still present 16/03/04. RGa, TFI, 
Sanderling 2 6/03/04 Queenscliff front beach. At high tide. oe 
Red-necked Stint 1200 8/03/04 Hospital Swamp in central wetland. A large number. BL 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 2200 8/03/04 Hospital Swamp in central wetland. A large number. BL 
Curlew Sandpiper 480 8/03/04 Hospital Swamp in central wetland. A large number. BL 
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Species (cont.) 
Red-capped Plover 
Hooded Plover 
Common Bronzewing 
Gang-gang Cockatoo 


Long-billed Corella 


Little Corella 


Noisy Miner 

White-eared Honeyeater 
Brown-headed Honeyeater 
White-naped Honeyeater 
Crescent Honeyeater 

New Holland Honeyeater 
Tawny-crowned Honeyeater 
Eastern Spinebill 

Eastern Yellow Robin 


Number Date Comments Observer 
4 12/03/04 Lake Victoria at western end. A pair with two small young. GMc, TFI 
4 8/03/04 Lake Victoria, two juveniles and two adults on sand island. RMc 
2 12/03/04 Brisbane Ranges, DeMotts Road. Nesting JB 
3 February. Mount Duneed. A pair feeding one juvenile in a Lemon-scented RK 
Gum. 
3 Mid-february. East Geelong, corner of Verner and Garden Streets. TL 
1 23/02/04 Highton. Also one on 2/03/04 and 3/03/04 and five on 4/03/04. BAt 


13 27/02/04 Highton. Ten fying south in evening followed by three. Heard on RBa 
11-12/03/04. One seen 16/03/04. 


2 3/03/04 Bald Hills. Feeding in eucalypts. MAC 
1 4/03/04 Queens Park. Three on 9/03/04. BAt 
40+ 5/03/04 Zillah Crawcour Park and Geelong College Prep. School. Still RGa 
present 15/03/04. 
3 5/03/04. East Geelong, Connor Street. Flying south in evening. BAt 
2 7/03/04. Angahook State Park near Aireys Inlet. Eating berries of Dodder BL 
Laurel. 
100+/- 21/02/04 Barrabool Hills. In roadside paddock and pine trees. 500+/- on BAt 
24/02/04. 


300+ 11/03/04 Inverleigh Weir. A mixed flock of mainly Small Corellas with RGa 
some Long-billed Corellas. 


30 12/03/04 Barwon River at Merrawarp. MAC 
60+ 16/03/04 Belmont. Flying northeast. RP 
25+ 23/02/04 Point Addis. Hawking over car-park and cliff. TF, PF 
75+/- 26/02/04 Maits Rest. Hawking high. TFI, PF 
3 6/03/04 Wensleydale. Heading south on cool windy evening. JN 
10+ 12/03/04 Lake Victoria. Over dunes on south side. GMc, TFI 
1 15/03/04 Ocean Grove. Carrying nesting material. TFI, PF 
4 3/03/04 Bald Hills, Salt Creek. Drinking at waterhole. MAC 
10 3/03/04 Bald Hills, Salt Creek. Drinking at waterhole. MAC 
5 3/03/04 Bald Hills, Salt Creek. Drinking at waterhole. MAC 
2 3/03/04 Bald Hills, Salt Creek. Drinking at waterhole. MAC 
10 3/03/04 Bald Hills, Salt Creek. Drinking at waterhole. MAC 
1 3/03/04 Bald Hills, Salt Creek. Drinking at waterhole. MAC 
1 3/03/04 Bald Hills, Salt Creek. Drinking at waterhole. MAC 


4+ 11/03/04 Inverleigh Common, Dam Track. A pair with two juveniles which RGa 
simulated mating. 


Golden Whistler 1 11/03/04 Mount Duneed, Stewarts Reserve. An immature. BAt 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 5 3/03/04 Ironbark Basin. Two adults with three dependent young. MAC 
Welcome Swallow 130+/- 3/03/04 Hospital swamp. In mixed flock with martins. BL 
Tree Martin 120+/- 3/03/04 Hospital Swamp. In mixed flock with Welcome Swallows and BL 
Fairy Martins. 
Fairy Martin 50+/- 3/03/04 Hospital Swamp. In mixed flock with Welcome Swallows and BL 
Tree Martins. 
n Past Editors: 
The Geelong Naturalist turns 40! ES y Dueno 
z : 1965-1980 Trevor Pescott. 
...Marilyn Hewish 41980-1987 Margaret Cameron. 
1987-1994 Valda Dedman, with 
| s n carried on the work, a huge assistance from Gordon 
WE gongon RENT that Apri commitment of time and effort. McCarthy, Dave King and 
2004 is the 40th anniversary of the (2) Most editors served the club in Ted Errey (to 1988). 
regenerated Geelong Naturalist. The many other ways—they were already 1994-1995 Alban Lloyd-Jones, Barry 
first issue was in April 1964. Although busy when they took on the editing Lingham, Claire 
there had been an earlier magazine, it task. McCormick. 
was discontinued and there was along (3) Alban Lloyd-Jones efforts in 1996-2000 Alban Lloyd-Jones. 
gap before it was revived in 1964. pioneering the new format and 2000-2004 Claire Greenwell (nee 
: increasing publication to 11 times a McCormick), with editing 
* Congratulations and thanks should go year. - and proof-reading 
to all of the editors and helpers over (4) And especially, Trevor Pescott's assistance from Deborah 
those 40 years. contribution as editor for 15 years. The Evans, Valda Dedman 
A ‘ club owes him enormous gratitude for and Alison Watson. 
Features of the list are: À his amazing service in so many ways 
(1) The length of time that most editors over more than 40 years. Sp 
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GFNC COMMITTEE 2003—2004 


President Diana Primrose 5250 1811 primrose@sunet.com.au 
Vice-President John Bottomley 5284 1554 johnbo@swift.net.au 
Secretary Alison Watson 5266 1087 aandpwatson@iprimus.com.au 
Treasurer Ray Baverstock 5243 7025 
Minute Secretary Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 Iphelan@bigpond.com.au 
Committee Member - Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
% 5 Graeme Tribe 5255 2302 
K "s Barry Lingham 5255 4291 lingham@tpg.com.au 
i 3 Deborah Evans 5243 8687 Deborah.Evans@deakinprime.com 
x ai Geoff Jones 5248 2896 piobaire24@pacific.net.au 
e 5 Claire Greenwell 5243 7047 cndgreenwell@myplace.net.au 
5 2 Rosalind Smallwood 5258 2660 bigred@pipeline.com.au 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 


Biodiversity Group Claire Greenwell 5243 7047 
Bird Group John Bottomley 5284 1554 
Conservation Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
Editor Claire Greenwell 5243 7047 
Geelong Bird Report Marilyn Hewish 5367 3196 
Jerringot Group Valda Dedman 5243 2374 
Librarian Heather Cameron 5229 3552 
Mammal Study Group Trevor Pescott 5243 4368 
Membership Officer Jan Venters 5222 2830 
Plant Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
Seaview Park Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 


Coming Events 


APRIL 2004 
AGM—Members Night: Tony Jones—CCMA 
13 Plant Group: S MAY 2004 
Workshop Meeting is cancelled due to Easter break 4 General Meeting: Dr Andrew Drinnan-Fossil Plants 
Mid-week Bird Group Excursion—Aireys Inlet Area 11 Plant Group: Workshop Meeting 
Leaders: Pat and Hans Streefkerk 16 Excursion: Otway Ranges 
Excursion: Eynesbury Leader: Trevor Pescott 
Leaders: John Bottomley & Marilyn Hewish 18 Bird Group: Craig Morley—Birds From Here to There— 
Bird Group: Chris Tzaros—Swift Parrots Migration 
Leaders: Pat and Hans Streefkerk 20 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion—You Yangs—Vernon 
Biodiversity Group: Workshop—specimens from Cohen 
Mootwingee, NSW 25 Biodiversity Group: Workshop Meeting 
Extra Mid-week Bird Group Excursion: Blue Circle Boneseed Pull—You Yangs 
Cement Works—Leaders: Pat and Hans Streefkerk Leaders: Rob Beardsley, Claire & Dennis Greenwell 


The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening, 26 April, 2004. 
Early lodgement of articles (small & large) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
r Hard copy or diskette (saved as a Word document or .rtf please) 
Photographs—digital as .jpg (100 to 250 KB approx.), slides or prints for scanning to 
4 White Street, Belmont, 3216 —OR—e-mail: cndgreenwell@mypiace.net.au 
For further details phone Claire Greenwell: 5243 7047 (or mobile 0408 108 992) 


The latest editions of the following references are recommended: 


Birds: Christidis, L. & Boles, W. (1994) The Taxonomy and Species of Birds of Australia and its Territories, Royal 
Ornithologist Union Monograph 2, RAOU, Melbourne. 

Invertebrates: CSIRO (1991) The Insects of Australia: A Textbook for Students & Research Workers, Vol 1 & 2, MUP, 
Melbourne. 

Mammals: Menkhorst, P.W. (ed.) (1995) A Field Guide to the Mammals of Australia, Oxford University Press, South 
Melbourne. 

Plants: Ross, J.H. & Walsh, N.G. (eds) (2003) A Census of the Vascular Plants of Victoria, Royal Botanic Gardens of 
Victoria, Melbourne. 

Reptiles and Amphibians: Cogger, H. (1992) Reptiles and Amphibians of Australia, Reed Books, Chatswood, NSW. 


DISCLAIMER Meetings start at 8.00 pm at: 
The responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions The Meeting Rooms at Clairvaux Catholic 
expressed in this magazine rests with the author of the article. ‘School, Reynolds Road, Belmont. 
The Geelong Naturalist may be quoted without permission provided ‘Use the driveway between the big hall and 
that acknowledgement of the Club and the author is made. the playing field. 


GEELONG NATURALIST 
GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INC 


A0013708R 
PO BOX 1047, GEELONG, VIC. 3220 SURFACE POSTAGE ` 
PRINT POST APPROVED PAID 
PP 333139 / 00016 MAI È AUSTRALIA 
The Librarian 
Museum Victoria Library Service 
GPO Box 666E 


MELBOURNE VIC 3001 


(first fold) 


GFNC Web page: 
http://home.vicnet.net.au/~gfnc/ 


e-mail address: 


ginc@vicnet.net.au 


MAILING ROSTER 


APRIL Jan Venters 
MAY Polly Cutcliffe Printed by Ken Jenkin, 
Bellarine Highway, Moolap 


